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2022 Pinnacle Awards:
Recording Dates, Rules Changes
Mark your calendar: the recording week for the
Best Newscast, Best Sportscast and Best
Weathercast (TV) is set for February 21 – 25,
2022. In the week following, the NBA will
announce on which of those five days that all
related entries must have aired.
The NBA board recently approved the following
rules and category changes for 2022: 1) Limit
long-form entry length to up to a 7-minute,
unedited segment (other than removing spots). 2)
Replace “Service to Community” with
“Station-Originated Community Service
Project” under the following criteria: One project
with single or multiple beneficiaries that is
originated by your station and promoted
exclusively by your station. (This is NOT an award for your promotional support of a
campaign or event originated or run by another entity).
Complete 2022 rules, dates & deadlines will be released in the coming months.

NBA Foundation Awards $19,500
in College Scholarships
The Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation (NBAF) has awarded $19,500.00 in
scholarships to five students who are currently attending Nebraska colleges and
universities with aspirations to work in broadcasting upon their graduation. The following
students have been awarded a NBAF scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic year:

Ana Marie Bellinghausen, a senior
at University of Nebraska – Omaha
pursuing a major in Journalism and
Media Communications

Grace McDonald, a junior at
University of Nebraska – Kearney
pursuing a dual major in Multimedia
and Journalism

Olivia Ramaekers, a junior at
University of Nebraska – Lincoln
pursuing a dual major in
Broadcasting and Sports Media &
Communication

Kylee Sodomka, a junior at
University of Nebraska – Lincoln
pursuing a dual major in Sports
Media & Communication and
Broadcasting

Kellen Sturgis, a junior at University of Nebraska – Lincoln
pursuing a major in Broadcasting – Media Production
Current NBA Board Chairperson Ami Graham, general manager of NRG Media - Lincoln,
said, “One of our favorite tasks of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation is
recognizing students actively pursuing a career in broadcasting through awarding
scholarships. Once again we are amazed at the talent across the state and look forward to
the time when these students enter into the workforce full-time to share their passion for
broadcasting!”
The NBAF offers scholarships to assist students enrolled in radio and/or television
broadcasting or broadcast journalism educational programs at designated colleges,
universities or technical colleges in Nebraska. Students meeting our requirements were
encouraged to apply, with a panel of NBA board members reviewing each
application. Scholarship levels are $2,500.00 (NBA Foundation Scholarship); $3,500 (Dick
Palmquist Scholarship) and $5,000.00 (Marty Riemenschneider Scholarship). The number
of scholarships and total dollar amount awarded each year is at the discretion of the NBA
board of directors based on application quality and quantity. More than $300,000 in
college scholarships have been awarded by the NBA and NBAF since the NBA first began
awarding college scholarships in 1977.

Legislative & Regulatory Update

State Legislative Update

Federal Legislative Update

The 2022 Nebraska Legislative
session will begin on January
5. “Winner Take All” will return and
with “sales tax modernization” being

Last week, the NBA joined other state
broadcasters associations in filing
comments with the FCC regarding

such a point of emphasis, we
anticipate another attempt to repeal
the sales tax exemption on
advertising. Through the NBA’s
membership in Media of Nebraska,
we will remain vigilant on any
potential encroachment on
Nebraska’s open meetings & public
records statute.

their proposal to make filings in the
Disaster Information Reporting
System (DIRS) mandatory rather
than voluntary. The current
uncertainty of a pending FCC
commissioner appointment leaves
broadcasters unsure of what types of
other changes the Commission may
prioritize in 2022. In Congress, we
remain focused on the Diversity Tax
Certificate and Local Radio Freedom
Act and will keep you apprised of any
issues or concerns through our
frequent contact with the NAB
Government Relations team.

To learn more about any of these issues, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org or 402-933-5995.

NBA Offers Virtual Job Fair January 17 - 21

Hiring? The NBA’s next Virtual Job Fair is January 17 - 21. Member stations can post jobs,
interact with candidates and expand your outreach program.
Registration deadline is January 10th.
Complete details here:
Contact Linda Meuret at linda@ne-ba.org with any questions.

Chairperson's Column
It’s Christmas week?? Wow, where did the
year go? Not only is the holiday season
about spending time with family and friends
and reflecting on the past year of
memories, it also is a time where we look
ahead and identify things we want or need
to do. As an NBA member, there are three
things in the month of January alone I
would encourage you to participate in with
no cost to your organization. All three
things will help you grow professionally,
grow your team and grow your bottom line.
First up is our 4 th Virtual Job Fair,
January 17-21. In our past 3 events over
1,500 job seekers have visited the site
featuring job postings from Nebraska
broadcasters! This online initiative has

helped broadcasters across the state have
access to potential new sales,
programmers, support staff and department
leaders without physically hosting a booth
space.

Ami Graham
NRG Media
Lincoln

Your next great hire could come from participating in this virtual job fair! All you have to do
is sign up by January 10 and run some promos on your station to encourage people
interested in our industry to apply! Sign up on the NBA website, or be looking for an email
from Jim Timm soon!
NBA members have a shared interest in wanting to learn more about the role they can
play, and the revenue they can earn, by Video Streaming high school competitions. I
know there are many who are doing a great job in this area, but with more people coming
into communities offering this service, it sure doesn’t hurt to hear what others are doing to
be successful with this platform. On January 24 you can join a day-long conference at no
charge for NBA members, with topics to include: Building your streaming team, video
rights, generating revenue, automated productions and sponsorship opportunities. This
conference is made possible by the Oklahoma Broadcasters Association and Blueframe
Technology. Register at https://www.blueframetech.com/summit and note you are an NBA
member.
And finally, the Rising Above Sales and Management Summit comes to us January 2627. With eight different speakers covering topics for both leaders and sellers, this live
virtual training event is designed to teach, coach, inspire and motivate attendees to rise
above the challenges of today’s sales and management environment. So far 22 state
broadcast associations have also agreed there is great value in this summit and are
making it available to their members at no charge. Sign up at
https://info.p1learning.com/risingabovesummit
I am excited to share some informative and revenue generating ideas to start your new
year! Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a brilliant 2022!

Ami Graham
Chairperson of the Board
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

NBA Hall of Fame Nominations
 due by January 10

Nominations for the NBA Hall of Fame class of 2022 must
be submitted by January 10, 2022. Details are available
here. People already in nomination remain eligible for
induction and no renomination is needed. If you wish to
advocate for the induction of an existing nominee, contact
jim@ne-ba.org .

Making Money from Video Streaming:
Jan. 24 Conference for NBA Members
Video streaming of high school competitions
and other events continues to be a growing
revenue source. There is money to be made
and…money to be lost by those who don’t
adapt to this changing marketplace…because
local broadcasters aren’t the only ones
chasing this tremendous opportunity.
The NBA is providing our members with an
opportunity to learn how other local broadcasters
are cashing in through a FREE program being
produced by the Oklahoma Broadcasters Association and BlueFrame Technology.
The NBA covers the cost for all members who wish to remotely participate in the January
24 conference. If you wish to attend in person, the NBA still covers the actual conference
cost but you’re on your own for travel, hotel, meals, etc.
Find out more via jim@ne-ba.org.

Chairman's Club Donors Fund Scholarships
The NBA Foundation Chairman’s Club recognizes scholarship donors who contribute
$1,000 or $2,000 at our Platinum level. These funds are awarded to college students and
high school seniors through our respective scholarship programs.
A recent campaign led by Mark Jensen, Past Chairman of the NBA board, has resulted in
a number of new contributions. The NBA thanks Howard Kennedy for joining the
Chairman’s club; Rolland & Paula Johnson for joining at the Platinum level; and David
Birnie and Joy Patten for moving up to the Platinum level.
Chairman’s Club contributions can be paid in installments by check or by credit
card. Complete details are found here. Scholarship contributions of any amount are
welcome and appreciated.

BFoA Provides Assistance to
Broadcasters in Financial Need

The Broadcasters Foundation of
America (BFoA) exists to improve the
quality of life and maintain the personal
dignity of people in the radio & TV
broadcast profession who find
themselves in acute financial need due
to a critical illness, accident, advanced
age or other serious misfortune.
If you know of a current or former fellow broadcaster in need of financial
assistance, they can apply here.
BFoA funds have been flowing to Nebraska for many years. $67,500 has been issued to
Nebraska broadcasters between 2019-2021 alone; $166,500 has been issued here over
the last 10 years.
You can donate to BFoA here. Thank you for your consideration.

Members in the Spotlight

Victor Starr

Lots of news at Omaha’s Summit Media: KEZO, KKCD, KQCH, KSRZ & KXSP
now operate from their new Aksarben Village studios & offices at 6700 Mercy
Road…their Merit Hearing commercial (which won “Best Commercial” in the 2021
NBA Pinnacle Awards) was named a Radio Mercury Awards finalist…and Victor
Starr was hired as the cluster’s operations manager & KQCH program director.

Dave German

Jim McKernan

In Omaha TV news, Dave German was named general manager at Scripps-owned
KMTV. Across town, Jim McKernan returns to Omaha as general manager of
Gray-owned WOWT, replacing Andrew Stewart who transferred within Gray to
Kansas City.

Brooke Summers & Eugene 'Bic' Bichlmeier

Down the road in Lincoln, NRG
Media’s B-107.3 (KBBK) has a new
morning show, “Brooke and
Bic.” Brooke Summers hails from
Bowling Green, KY. Eugene ‘Bic’
Bichlmeier previously was on
mornings at NRG Media’s Hits 106
(KQKY) in Kearney.

Ken Siemek

Also in Lincoln, KOLN TV’s chief
meteorologist Ken Siemek
celebrated 40 years with the station in
October.

The Nebraska Rural Radio Association is saying so long to
director of engineering Rod Zeigler who is retiring at year
end after 14 years with the company. Zeigler will continue
to circulate amongst Nebraska broadcasters starting next
year as the NBA’s new Alternative Broadcast Inspection
Program inspector.

Rod Zeigler

Zeigler also served as chairman of the State Emergency Communications
Committee, which recently elected the following broadcast leaders: chairman Al
Krause (Nebraska Public Media – Lincoln); vice chairman Tim Williams (KHGI,
KWNB & KFXL TV – Kearney/Lincoln); secretary Wayne Nestor (KTLX –
Columbus) and radio chairman David Kelly (KTCH/KCTY – Wayne).

Al Krause

Tim Williams

Wayne Nestor

David Kelly

Following more than 25 years as host of the monthly NBA Governor’s Call-In
Show, Rick Alloway (UNL faculty & KRNU general manager) has stepped
aside. The NBA thanks Rick for his “iron man” performance in hosting this unique
public affairs program, currently aired on more than 30 NBA member
stations. KFOR’s Charlie Brogan has taken the reins as the program’s regular
host.

Rick Alloway

Charlie Brogan

Transactions
Flood Communications announced the purchase of a stake in Platte River Radio’s
KHAS, KICS & KLIQ (Hastings) and KKPR & KXPN (Kearney). The deal is expected to
receive FCC approval in early 2022.
The FCC has approved the move from partial to full ownership by KNZA, Inc., of Falls
City stations KTNC AM & KLZA FM.

Board Briefs
A summary of the NBA Board of Directors fall meeting held at the
Quality Inn Converence Center in Grand Island on November 3, 2021.
Chairperson Ami Graham called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Minutes from the May
18, 2021 meeting were approved.
Secretary-Treasurer Jessie Johnson presented financial reports for July, August,
September and fiscal year 2020-2021, which were approved.
President/Executive Director Jim Timm reported on federal and state legislative matters
of concern to NBA members.
Our 2022 membership dues structure was approved, holding fees at the levels in place

since 1996.
A lineup of 2022 Annual Convention (August 9 & 10 in Lincoln) speakers and session
topics was approved along with some adjustments to Pinnacle Awards categories and
rules. It was also agreed to return to Embassy Suites – La Vista for our 2023 Annual
Convention.
A number of member benefit/service provider renewal contracts were approved, along with
approval to offer the sales training webcast “Rising Above 3” and a Video Streaming
Workshop, produced by the Oklahoma Association of Broadcasters.
Graham thanked everyone for attending and the meeting adjourned at 1:11 p.m.

Rewind
The NBA thanks President
Emeritus Marty
Riemenschneider
for compiling items from the NBA
archives.

REWIND
1961: 60 Years Ago
The Nebraska Council on Educational Television has petitioned the FCC to reserve
channels 3, 4, 8, 9 and 13 for educational TV. The University is currently operating
Channel 12.

1971: 50 Years Ago
More than 3,000 people attended the preview of the new Omaha Press Club quarters atop
the new First National Bank Building. The Club is now open for regular service. Frank
Scott, KLNG, is President and Terry Forsberg, KMTV, Vice President.

1981: 40 Years Ago
North Platte stations KAHL/KELN-FM, owned by Ed Dahl, have filed for chapter 11
bankruptcy. Nelson Dahl, son of Ed, has called Bud Pentz at the NBA office and said the
stations were available for sale.

1991: 30 Years Ago
President Larry Walklin announced two President’s Awards at convention. Jim Kokesh,
KHAS, Hastings was recognized for coordinating the NBA-sponsored Roundtable for costcutting. Neil Nelkin, KLIN, Lincoln received his award for chairing this year’s convention
in Lincoln. This service to the NBA followed his chairmanship of the 1990 NBA Convention
in North Platte.
Randy Oswald has been named VP/GM of WOWT, Omaha. David Kelly, an EMS
instructor and owner of KWPN was the featured speaker at a workshop for emergency
medical service providers at Midlands Hospital in Papillion. A big NBA welcome to KCSR,
Chadron, a new member of the association. Kathi and Dennis Brown have taken the
helm at KCSR.

2001: 20 Years Ago
The Nebraska Broadcasters Association was one of three key honorees at the 2001
Philanthropy Awards presentation sponsored by the Association of Fundraising
Professions (AFP) at the Marriott Regency in Omaha, for its effort in raising millions of
dollars helping the relief efforts following the tragic events of September 11.

At the Association of Fundraising Professionals luncheon, NBA members share the
Award of Distinction. L-R: Mike Payne, General Manager - Waitt Radio, Omaha;
Karl Bieber, Waitt Media; Steve Morris, NBA Chairman and General Manager – NTV, Kearney
and Richard Dyer, General Manager of KETV, Omaha.

2011: 10 Years Ago
Ariel Roblin, who has served as General Sales Manager of Hearst-owned KETV,
Omaha, has been appointed President and General Manager of the station. Roblin
succeeds Sarah Smith, who was named President and General Manager of co-owned
KMBC-TV/KCWE-TV, Kansas City.

Sync with the NBA Calendar
EVENTS, MEETINGS & DEADLINES
Newsroom Webinar: Fighting Fakes and Truth Decay, January 4, 2022
Virtual Job Fair: January 17-21, 2022
LUR Window Opens for Nebraska Primary Election (May 10, 2022), March 26, 2022
LUR Window Opens for Iowa Primary Election (June 7, 2022), April 23, 2022
2022 NBA Annual Convention (Lincoln): August 9-10, 2022
LUR Window Opens for General Election (November 8, 2022), September 9, 2022

2022 GOVERNOR RICKETTS CALL-IN SHOW SCHEDULE
All shows air at 2:00pm C / 1:00pm M

More than 30 member stations across Nebraska carry the
NBA Governor’s Monthly Call In Show, which originates
from KFOR in Lincoln with distribution support from
Husker IMG Sports. Call volume is strong and listener
passion evident on the variety of issues raised during
each program. The NBA and Governor Ricketts thank our
many affiliates and remind you to promote each month’s
program on the air, online and through social media.
2020 Governor Ricketts Call-In Show Dates:
January 10, 2022
February 7, 2022
(future dates pending)
Governor Pete Ricketts

In Remembrance
Thom Corritore
Thom enjoyed a 40-year broadcasting
career with an exceptional commitment to
broadcasting local high school sports.

Tony Wike
Tony hosted mornings on Omaha's KQKQ,
KKAR & KGOR and did extensive work in
providing animation voiceovers.

Visit our Website

