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Covid Relief: Broadcasters
Eligible for Expanded
Paycheck Protection Program
On the evening of Monday, December 21, the House and
Senate approved a massive COVID-19 Relief bill that, as of
this writing, is awaiting the signature of President Trump.
The following details were provided by the National
Association of Broadcasters (NAB). Thanks are owed to the
NAB Government Relations team, members of Nebraska's
federal delegation that have supported broadcasters
throughout the year, and to NBA members who contacted
their delegates requesting added support. The NBA has also
been advocating on our members’ behalf for this needed
relief. As always, consult your attorney and tax advisor
with questions on how this pending legislation would
affect your station(s).
“The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) is
extremely pleased to report that as a result of our aggressive
advocacy on behalf of our members, we have secured
significantly expanded broadcast Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) eligibility as part of the forthcoming COVID
relief package to be finalized by Congress in the coming
hours. In summary, we were successful in not only obtaining
the same physical-location based eligibility as restaurants
and hotels under the original CARES Act, but we also
ensured that all broadcasters interested in this expansion will
be eligible regardless of whether they are publicly traded.
This outcome, the culmination of more than nine months of
sustained advocacy and collaboration with many of our
members and the state broadcast associations:
1. Allows individual TV and radio stations to apply for the
PPP even if owned by a larger entity if the individual
station employs not more than 500 employees per
physical location;
2. Permits the Small Business Administration (SBA) to
make loans up to $10 million total across TV and radio
stations owned by a station group (consistent with
current SBA regulation on account of corporate
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ownership structure);
3. Requires newly eligible individual TV and radio
stations to make a good faith certification that
proceeds of the loan will be used to support expenses
for the production or distribution of locally-focused or
emergency information; and
4. Waives any prohibition on loans to broadcast stations
owned by publicly traded entities.
Additionally, we are very pleased to report that this legislation
also creates a second round of PPP eligibility for a narrower
group of small businesses that demonstrate significant need
for which qualifying broadcasters are also eligible. This
second round of PPP applies to businesses with 300 or
fewer employees that have sustained a 25 percent revenue
loss in any quarter of 2020, and is capped at $2 million. This
second round of PPP is not only available to those qualifying
broadcasters who secured PPP loans earlier this year, but
also those broadcasters who were made newly eligible for
first round PPP as a result of this legislation. These
employee and revenue loss thresholds are measured at a
local level.”

Tick Tock: February 1 Deadline
for Radio License Renewal
Yes, nearly eight years have passed since Nebraska radio licensees
last had to marshal their resources (and attorneys) to file their license
renewals with the FCC. February 1, 2021 is the date by which the
FCC Schedule 303-S must be filed for AM, FM, NCE FM, FM
translator and Low Power FM licensees. If you missed the NBA’s
recent License Renewal webinar with John Wells King, contact
NBA President/Executive Director Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org for a
copy of John’s slides and a link to the recorded webinar.

Thank You To Our Valued Members
What a year this has been. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced unpredictable changes
upon our lives and unprecedented challenges to the business model of every NBA
member.
Despite these significant challenges, Nebraska’s local over the air broadcasters have
adapted through creativity, tenacity, and a passion to continue informing and entertaining
the public no matter the barriers. Your sales solutions have evolved to meet the new
demands of doing business in a pandemic.
As the pandemic’s impact has widened, the NBA has provided multiple new resources to
assist every department of your operations, and our board of directors is committed to
continuing this support with a steady and growing list of member benefits and
services. The NBA remains the only force in Nebraska that continually fights on your
behalf against mounting regulatory and economic pressures.
On behalf of the NBA Board of Directors, we sincerely thank you for your continued
membership.

Legislative Update

State Legislative Update

Federal Legislative Update

Our state legislature will convene on
January 6 and time will tell how the
pandemic might impact this
session. The NBA and our lobbying
partners at Radcliffe Gilbertson
Brady will continue watching for bills
of concern to our member
stations. We’re already on alert for
the return of “winner take all,” any
potential tax on advertising, and
proposed amendments to our state’s
Open Meetings Act.

Following the exciting news about
added federal relief for broadcasters,
we must prepare you for the
likelihood that with such significant
change in the Presidential
administration and the FCC,
broadcasters will once again need to
play defense on a number of critical
issues. The NBA will keep you posted
as priorities start to be identified in
2021.

To learn more about any of these issues, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org or 402-933-5995.

Chairman's Column
Fellow broadcasters,
As we bring to a close a year of political
challenges, a pandemic, and the
uncertainty we faced as broadcasters, it’s
time to look ahead at what the new year
will bring with the hope that it will be a
better year for all of us. Since March I have
been able to stay in contact with broadcast

friends all over the country through morning
Zoom meetings. I can tell you that we
should be grateful we live and operate our
stations in a state that hasn’t seen all the
unrest and complete lockdowns like some
of my fellow broadcasters have
experienced. It has not been easy for many
of us, but many of my friends in the
industry have not had any sports play by
play, and their large losses of restaurant
business and agency dollars has forced
them to furlough many of their employees.

Mark Jensen
MWB Broadcasting II
Mid Nebraska Broadcasting
Ord/Broken Bow

I guess the best step we can take is to try and stay positive and find new ways to help our
clients keep their doors open. More than ever, we need to encourage our listeners and
viewers to shop local. One of the ways to stay positive is to look at the number of qualified
individuals we had apply for scholarships that are going in to the field of broadcasting. Our
NBA foundation awarded $19,500 in Scholarships to five Nebraska College Students.
These young individuals would make a nice addition to any operation in our state. The
winners this year were Jake Bartecki, a senior at UNL; Ana Marie Bellinghausen, a junior
at UNO; Leonard Schaecher, a senior at Northeast Community College; Kylee Sodomka,
a sophomore at UNL and Alayna Verduyn, a junior at UNL. The skills and passion that
these young individuals will bring to their future employers will ensure that the business we
know and love will continue to thrive.
As the board of directors for the Nebraska Broadcasters Association continues to have
their meetings via Zoom, we will continue to focus on ways to help our members through
this challenging time. We are always looking at webinars that will help inspire and create
added revenue for our members. We are also staying focused on the latest issues facing
our industry and will work hard to properly represent our industry on legislative matters. As
always, it’s an honor to serve you and this organization.
On behalf of everyone on the board we would like to wish for you and your family a very
Merry Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year. May we all get back to some
kind of normalcy where we are doing remote broadcasts again, emceeing concerts and
festivals and where we are able to get out in the community more and do what we do best:
improve the lives of our listeners and viewers, our customers and our communities.
All the best to you and yours in 2021,
Your Chairman

Mark Jensen
Chairman of the Board
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

FREE Revenue Development Webinars

Increase sales with fresh ideas from these FREE revenue development webinars for NBA
members! Contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org for registration details.

How to Conduct a Remote Needs
Analysis” – January 6, 2021

“Rising Above: Climbing Higher” –
January 27 & 28, 2021

Matt Sunshine shows you the seven
guidelines of an effective client needs
analysis.

Salespeople and managers can
sharpen their skills with presentations
from Derron Steenbergen, Speed
Marriott, Chris Lytle, Laurie Kahn,
Jamie Alpin and other industry
experts.

Transactions
Grand Island’s KMMJ (750 AM) was sold to My Bridge Radio by The Praise Network.

NBA Foundation Awards $19,500
In College Scholarships
The Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation (NBAF) has awarded $19,500.00 in
scholarships to five students who are currently attending Nebraska colleges and
universities with aspirations to work in broadcasting upon their graduation. The following
students have been awarded a NBAF scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year:

Jake Bartecki, a senior at University of
Nebraska – Lincoln pursuing a dual major
in Broadcasting and Sports Media
& Communication

Ana Marie Bellinghausen, a junior at
University of Nebraska – Omaha pursuing
a major in Journalism and Media
Communications

Leonard Schaecher, a senior at Northeast
Community College – Norfolk majoring in
Media Arts – Radio & TV Broadcasting

Kylee Sodomka, a sophomore at
University of Nebraska – Lincoln pursuing
a dual major in Sports Media &
Communication and Broadcasting

Alayna Verduyn, a junior at University of Nebraska – Lincoln pursuing a major in
Broadcasting
Current NBA Board Chairman Mark Jensen, owner of KBRY FM (Broken Bow) and KNLV
AM/FM (Ord), said: “The Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation is proud to
support these hard-working students who have terrific skills and a demonstrated interest in
broadcasting. Their passion will serve the public and our station members well as future
broadcasters.”
The NBAF offers scholarships to assist students enrolled in radio and/or television
broadcasting or broadcast journalism educational programs at designated colleges,
universities or technical colleges in Nebraska. Students meeting our requirements were
encouraged to apply, with a panel of NBA board members reviewing each
application. The minimum scholarship awarded is $2,500.00. The number of scholarships
and total dollar amount awarded each year is at the discretion of the NBA Foundation
Board of Directors based on application quality and quantity. More than $300,000 in

college scholarships have been awarded by the NBA and NBAF since the NBA first began
awarding college scholarships in 1977.

41 Member SEUs Support
EEO Scholarship Program
Thanks to the support of 41 different member SEUs (Station Employment Units), $8,000 in
college scholarships will be available over the next two years to qualifying students who
apply. Each participating SEU can earn one full “menu option initiative” credit for their
related activities over 2021 and 2022. Public promotion of the available scholarships
begins January 1, 2021.

High School Senior Scholarships:
Apply By January 31, 2021
The NBA Foundation’s High School Senior Scholarship application
window is open through January 31, 2021. Up to four (4), $1,000.00
scholarships will be awarded to eligible students as judged by a panel
of NBA board members. Complete details available here: Learn more

NBA Hall Of Fame: Nominations Update
When the decision was made to cancel our 2020 convention, it was also decided that the
elected NBA Hall of Fame Class of 2020 – Sharon Behl Brooks, Bill Milldyke and
Todd-N-Tyler – would instead become our HOF Class of 2021, with 2020 recorded as “no
inductees – COVID-19 pandemic.” The next deadline for HOF nominations (first-time and
renominations) will be January 10, 2022, for the NBA board of directors to review in
February of 2022.

Members in the Spotlight

NBA Hall of Fame member (2010)
Leta Powell Drake recently gained
worldwide attention when several of
her celebrity interviews from her days
at KOLN/KGIN TV went viral.

NRG Media – Omaha named David
Adams FM Program Director,
overseeing KOOO, KOPW & KQKQ.

Joe Dobbins was named Content
Director at Alpha Media – Lincoln’s
KRFX.

NET Radio won an Edward R.
Murrow award from the RTDNA for
their continuing coverage of the 2019
Nebraska floods.

Board Briefs
A summary of the NBA Board of Directors fall meeting
held virtually on November 5, 2020.
Chairman Mark Jensen called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Minutes from the August
11, 2020 meeting were approved.
Financial: Secretary-Treasurer Shannon Booth presented the financial reports July,
August, September and fiscal year 2019-2020, which were approved. The fiscal year
2020-2021 operating budget was also approved.
Legislative/FOI: President/Executive Director Jim Timm provided an update on federal
and state legislative matters.
Member Services: Timm provided updates on various member services and benefits.
Hall of Fame: It was noted that in canceling our 2020 convention, the 2020 HOF class will
become the 2021 HOF class meaning nominations will next be due on January 10, 2022,
to be reviewed by the board in February of 2022.
Convention: With our 2021 convention set for August 10-11 at the Embassy Suites in La
Vista, it was agreed to survey members in late March regarding their likelihood of
attending.
Public Service: Timm reported that the Governor’s Call-In Show continues to get strong
call volume on a variety of matters.
History Project: Videos are being added to the site and “history by frequency” information
is starting to be received.
New Business: Timm reported on the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS)
attempts to block local radio and TV stations from video streaming high school
events. New UNL J-School Dean Shari Veil joined the call to share her vision and goals
for the broadcasting components of the college’s program.
Jensen thanked everyone for their participation and the meeting adjourned at 12:06
p.m.

Rewind

The NBA thanks President
Emeritus Marty
Riemenschneider
for compiling items from the NBA
archives.

REWIND
1970: 50 Years Ago
Frank Scott, KLNG general manager, has been elected president of the Omaha Press
Club, which will move into its new quarters atop the new First National Bank building in
mid-1971.
Omaha’s first African-American controlled radio stations are planning to take over KOZN
and KOWH-FM in mid-December, following FCC approval of their sale by Starr
Broadcasting Company to a group composed largely of Omahans, including baseball star
Bob Gibson and basketball star Bob Boozer. The purchase price is $375,000.

1980: 40 Years Ago
WOWT President Jim Smith has named Ed Zachary VP and Manager for WOWT.
Ben Gray of KETV, Omaha, has won a Gabriel Award for his program on Islamic
Religious Practices of inmates of the Nebraska State Penitentiary.
John Prescott from KHAS TV, Hastings, comes to WOWT as Executive Producer of
“Live at Five”.

1990: 30 Years Ago
Nebraska broadcasters made state history for comprehensive coverage when the debate
between incumbent Governor Kay Orr and challenger Ben Nelson was aired on a record
52 radio and 23 TV stations. The debate was moderated by UNL’s Larry Walklin.
Harry J. Pappas, President and CEO of Pappas Telecasting has announced the
appointment of Howard Schrier as VP and General Manager of KPTM, Channel 42,
Omaha. Schrier previously spent more than 15 years with KETV in Omaha.
KLMS, a 41- year tradition in Lincoln radio, came to an end at midnight, November 14. In
its place is sister station KFMQ-FM, which is now simulcast on the AM. Roger Gelder,
general manager of KFMQ said he felt it would better server advertisers by offering two
stations for the price of one.

2000: 20 Years Ago
The NBA presented nationally-known sales trainer Sean Luce in a Soderlund Sales
Seminar in November. A record number of over 200 attendees watched the seminar in
eighteen cities across Nebraska. The seminar originated from Avery Hall on the UNL
Campus.
NBA President Scott Poese presented his President’s Award to Contract Engineer Mike
Elliott for his service in designing the NBA’s web site Job Bank, making it user-friendly
and easy to administer.
K. C. Hunter, Secretary-Treasurer of the NBA and General Manager of KLIK/KJSK in
Columbus has left broadcasting to head up the Columbus Chamber of Commerce.

2010: 10 Years Ago
Southeast Community College has sold their Beatrice FM station, KQIQ (88.3) to Mission
Nebraska for $4,400. The station was turned off as a result of the college no longer
offering a radio/TV program.
Mark G. Jensen’s MWB Broadcasting II is purchasing KNLV AM-FM from Sand Hills
Advertising Corporation, headed by E. Eugene McCoy, Jr., for $550,000. Jensen already
owns KAWL AM and KTMX-FM in York, NE.

Sync with the NBA Calendar
EVENTS, MEETINGS & DEADLINES
How to Conduct a Remote Needs Analysis Webinar: January 6, 2021
Rising Above: A Virtual Sales & Management Media Summit: January 27-28, 2021
Nebraska Radio Station FCC License Renewal Deadline: February 1, 2021
LUR Windows for Douglas & Lancaster County Elections: February 20, 2021
2021 NBA Annual Convention (La Vista): August 10-11, 2021
2022 NBA Annual Convention (Lincoln): August 9-10, 2022

2021 GOVERNOR RICKETTS CALL-IN SHOW SCHEDULE
All shows air at 2:00pm C / 1:00pm M
More than 30 member stations across Nebraska carry the
NBA Governor’s Monthly Call In Show, which originates
from KFOR in Lincoln with distribution support from
Husker IMG Sports. Call volume is strong and listener
passion evident on the variety of issues raised during
each program. The NBA and Governor Ricketts thank our
many affiliates and remind you to promote each month’s
program on the air, online and through social media.
2020 Governor Ricketts Call-In Show Dates:
January 18, 2021
February 8, 2021
(future dates pending)
Governor Pete Ricketts
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