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Congratulations to all of our winners in the 2020 NBA
Pinnacle Awards competition! Click the links below to view
the complete list of winners or to watch the program which
was live streamed on August 19, 2020. At the peak we had
over 400 connections.
LIVE STREAM
2020 WINNERS LIST
The NBA thanks Pinnacle Bank and Nebraska Public Power
District for their continued co-sponsorship, and WOWT TV for

hosting the live steam.

License Renewal Webinar on November 10th
Nebraska radio licensees are on the cusp of another renewal
period and the NBA is here to help. Join NBA counsel John
Wells King on Tuesday November 10 th for “FCC License
Renewal Seminar: Countdown to February 1, 2021.” Find
out what’s new, what’s different and what’s unchanged since
2013 including:
· New Filing System: Goodbye CDBS, Hello LMS
· New Local Notice Requirements
· Internet impact: direct oversight by FCC of OPIFs and websites
· Enhanced enforcement mechanisms and procedures
The webinar will run from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Central time . A Zoom link is
forthcoming. NBA TV members are encouraged to participate, as most of the content will
be applicable to your February 2022 renewal deadline.

Legislative Update

State Legislative Update

Federal Legislative Update

Our state legislature concluded its
2020 session last month without
passing any bills that negatively
impact local broadcasters. The NBA
and our lobbying partners at Radcliffe
Gilbertson Brady will continue to
watch for any bills or amendments
that may appear in next year’s
session.

The NBA continues to work through
the National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB) to pursue added
relief for broadcasters as the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic
persists. The NAB is pressing for
expansion of the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loans and
the direction of federal ad dollars to
local stations. As of this writing,
partisan politics have continued to be
in the way of any form of a “next”
stimulus relief package.

To learn more about any of these issues, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org or 402-933-5995.

Chairman's Column
Fellow broadcasters,

Mark Jensen
MWB Broadcasting II
Mid Nebraska Broadcasting
Ord/Broken Bow

I want to say thank you for entrusting me to
serve as your Chairman of the Board for
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association for
the 2020-21 term. It’s hard to believe it’s
been ten years since the last time I was in
this position. While working up this report
for The Modulator, I wondered how many
other broadcasters have served two terms
in this capacity. That question was soon
answered with just a few clicks on the new
and improved NBA web site. If you haven’t
gone to the new site, be sure to check it
out, https://ne-ba.org . Members that have
served two terms as your Chairman would
include Bob Thomas (WJAG, 1953 &
1963), Dick Chapin (Stuart Broadcasting,
1956 and 1979) Roger Larson (KFOR,
1966 & 1972) and Craig Eckert (Platte
River Radio, 2004 & 2013).

I feel it is an honor to take on this position. I appreciate all of the members who have
served on the board of directors and those that have gone through the chairs on the
executive committee. We have a great group representing you on the board this year and
I’m looking forward to getting to know some of the newer members and receiving their
input on what this organization can do to better serve our members.
There are so many issues facing broadcasters today and our previous board Chairs had
their hands full…such as Ariel Roblin from KETV in Omaha, with the flooding of Nebraska
in 2019. Then the start of COVID-19 and a move to switch our board meetings to Zoom
with this past year’s Chairman, Graig Kinzie from KBRB AM-FM in Ainsworth. One of the
hardest challenges was trying to decide early in the year if we needed to cancel our yearly
convention. Luckily the right decision was made and we were still able to have an awards
program via live video stream.
As for this year, I’m encouraged to forge ahead and hopefully put some of the most recent
challenges to our industry behind us. As your organization, we will continue to work with
our Senators and Congressmen to ensure that they continue to support over-the-air
broadcasters. We will also continue to offer sales and management seminars to our
membership and share information on the latest issues affecting our industry. We have a
strong organization and a great leader in Jim Timm, our President/Executive Director. We
have a large membership of broadcasters across the state that know the meaning of
serving their communities. Together we are strong, and the benefits that the Nebraska
Broadcasters Association offers to our members is priceless.
Let me finish up by saying, Thank You! Thank you for being a member of this great
organization and if you ever have any questions or suggestions for the good of the NBA
and our members, please feel free to reach out to me or any of our board members. We
would be happy to talk with you and get your input.

Mark Jensen
Chairman of the Board

Nebraska Broadcasters Association

Meet Your Chairman of the NBA Board
Get to know Mark Jensen, newly-elected Chairman of the NBA Board of Directors. Mark
owns NBA member stations KBRY FM in Broken Bow and KNLV AM/FM in Ord.
My current role is best summed up as: Owner/Operator of 3 radio stations and one
translator in Central Nebraska.
First job in broadcasting: News and Afternoon Announcer for KIMB Radio AM 1260 in
Kimball, Nebraska.
Best career advice I’ve ever received: Always stay focused on your goals and view
every person you meet as someone that may lead you to a new opportunity.
Why I love what I do: I like making a positive impact on other peoples lives. To offer over
the air broadcasting facilities that can entertain and bring joy, as well as inform and keep
listeners safe during storms means the world to me.
One thing I’d like to change about this business: I’d like to see more of our youths get
excited about becoming engineers. We have such a need for quality engineering all across
the state of Nebraska and I guess of all the jobs in this industry, engineering isn't at the
top of our youths’ minds.
Why young people should get into broadcasting: This industry has the power to create
positive change in the communities we serve. What other job offers that?
My family: 25 years married to my lovely, patient and understanding wife, Wendy. We
have a daughter, Brooke and Son in Law, Kyson and the smartest, most beautiful
Granddaughter in the whole world and her name is Fallon.
I enjoy serving on the NBA board because: It’s my opportunity to give back to an
industry that has given me so much. I’m also honored to be a part of an organization with
some of the best broadcasters in the country and they are all right here in Nebraska!

Transactions, New Members
In North Platte, Eagle Communications is acquiring KRNP (100.7, Rock) and KZTL
(93.5, Country) from North Platte Hometown Radio for $800,000.00. Eagle is operating the
stations under LMA until the deal is closed. The additions bring Eagle’s North Platte
cluster to five stations, alongside KELN (97.1, AC), KNPQ (107.3, Modern Country) and
KOOQ (1410, Classic Hits). The NBA thanks Eagle regional manager Olivia Hasenauer
for adding KRNP and KZTL to their NBA membership.

Earn One Full EEO Credit with 2021-2022
NBA EEO Scholarship Program
Help educate future broadcasters AND earn one full EEO credit for your SEU (Station
Employment Unit) by participating in the NBA EEO Scholarship Program. Participating
SEUs promote the program, review and score the applications, and then document their
related activities in their Annual EEO Report. One contribution to the NBA Foundation
covers participation for both 2021 and 2022. Over 90% of our commercial member SEUs
have participated in recent years and we hope you will participate in this next two-year
cycle. Watch your inbox; signup details are coming soon!

NBAF College Scholarship
Application Window Open
Qualifying students can apply now for their potential portion of a
pool of up to $25,000.00 in college scholarships available through
the NBA Foundation. The online application window is open now
through October 31, 2020. Learn more

NBA Members Judge Indiana
Broadcasters Awards Entries
Several state broadcasters associations work in rotation to judge one another’s station
awards entries through volunteers from among their respective members. This year it was
the NBA’s turn to judge entries from Indiana’s radio and television stations. The IBA and
NBA thank the following members for volunteering their time to review and score Indiana’s
326 entries in August: Brad Beahm, Jim Beck, David Birnie, Bill Boyer, Charlie
Brogan, Ken Dudzik, Nancy Finken, Larry Forsgren, Ami Graham, Jessie Johnson,
Steve King, Christine Lesiak, Jae Mihulka, Mark Onwiler, Mark Reid, Bob Shomper,
Dave Schroeder, Spencer Schubert, Zach Swiec, Joe Turco, Nick Wieman, Chris
Williams and Anita Wragge.

2021 EAS RMT Schedule Released
At the September 16 meeting of the State Emergency Communications Committee
(SECC) the 2021 EAS RMT schedule was approved.

Members in the News

WOWT TV (Gray Television) Chief
Photographer Mike “Pierre” Plews
retired on June 30th after 40 years on
the job, in a career where he began in
the film era and adapted through
countless technological
advancements over the years.

Amy Biehl Owens was promoted to
market manager of KRVN AM/FM
and KAMI AM (Nebraska Rural Radio
Association) on August 5th. Amy has
been with the company for 21 years,
most recently as director of sales.

KLKN TV (Standard Media) announced the hiring of Jennifer Hardy as news director as
of September 1st. A Missouri State University graduate, Hardy previously served as news
director at WWSB (Sarasota, FL), and WAAY (Huntsville, AL).

Radio Ink Magazine named NRG
Media – Lincoln’s Jill Masek a finalist
for their annual “Radio Wayne”
awards in the Director of
Sales/General Sales Manager
category. The complete list of “Radio
Wayne” award winners were
announced in a live stream on
September 15th.

Nebraska native and multi-network
sportscaster Kevin Kugler was
recently signed by Fox Sports as an
NFL play by play announcer. Kevin
made his Fox NFL debut on
September 13th calling the game
between the Arizona Cardinals and
San Francisco 49ers from Santa
Clara, CA.

Steve Lundy and Gina Melton,
better known as “Steve & Gina in the
Morning” on KXKT (iHeart Media,
Omaha) have been nominated for
“Personality of the Year” in the
medium market division of the
Country Music Association’s (CMA)
annual awards program, to be
announced November 11th.

Following 38 years with the Nebraska
Rural Radio Association, KNEB-AM
(Scottsbluff) morning show host,
news co-anchor and copywriter
Dennis Ernest is retiring on
September 30. Dennis served as
program director and operations
director for 28 years before stepping
into his current role.

Board Briefs
A summary of the NBA Board of Directors summer meeting
held virtually on August 11, 2020.
Chairman Graig Kinzie called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. Minutes from the May 6,
2020 meeting were approved. Secretary-Treasurer Dennis Brown presented the financial
reports for April, May and June, 2020, which were approved.
Legislative/FOI: President/Executive Director Jim Timm provided an update on federal
and state legislative matters.

Member Services: Regarding Alternative Inspections, Timm said the ongoing pandemic
has delayed some that are due and that he remains in regular contact with those stations
and inspector Art Morris. Regarding EEO Scholarship Program contribution amounts for
2021-2022, a motion was approved to leave the fees as-is.
Convention: Kinzie noted the Pinnacle Awards program will be live streamed on
Wednesday August 19th and that our 2021 convention is set for August 10-11 at the
Embassy Suites in La Vista.
Public Service: Timm reported that the Governor’s Call-In Show continues to get
consistent call volume on a variety of matters.
History Project: Board members were asked to complete their respective stations’ history
templates to begin developing the “history by frequency” information for the pending new
website.
Old Business: Timm reported on last week’s webinar on Reporting on Suicide and Suicide
Prevention initiative and the next steps to be taken.
New Business: Kinzie recognized Chuck Schwartz and Ariel Roblin as outgoing board
members and welcomed newly elected At Large Directors Bill Boyer and Jeffrey
Steffen. Timm recognized Kinzie as our outgoing Chairman.
Election of Officers: The following slate of officers was elected for 2020-2021: Chairman
Mark Jensen, MWB Broadcasting – Broken Bow/Ord; Chairperson Elect Ami Graham,
NRG Media – Lincoln; Vice Chairman Dennis Brown , KBPY/KCSR – Chadron;
Secretary-Treasurer Shannon Booth, Gray Television – Lincoln/Hastings/North Platte,
and Past Chairman Graig Kinzie , KBRB AM/FM – Ainsworth.
Kinzie thanked everyone for their participation and the meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

Rewind
The NBA thanks President
Emeritus Marty
Riemenschneider
for compiling items from the NBA
archives.

REWIND
1965: 55 Years Ago
The NBA’s 32 nd annual convention will feature an afternoon and evening at Offutt Air
Base, Headquarters of the Strategic Air Command. NBA will receive a briefing on SAC’s
global mission, tour the base, see the famed underground control center and tour aircraft,
including the B-52 and B-58.

1975: 45 Years Ago
Should Nebraska have “public” radio? The question will be discussed at the NBA
convention in North Platte by Dick Chapin, president of the Stuart Stations who is also
chairman of an NBA ad hoc committee opposing the proposed public network. Also
speaking on the subject will be Jack McBride, general manager of the Nebraska
Educational Television Network and chair of the board of the National Association of
Educational Broadcasters.

The new KRGI-FM transmitter building was fired on by an unknown assailant who pumped
two .357 magnum slugs into the door. Two nights later, the building was again fired on with
a lesser sized weapon.

1985: 35 Years Ago
DKM Broadcasting Corp. is buying the ten radio stations owned by the James Stuart
family including KFOR AM and KFOR FM in Lincoln as well as KRGI AM/FM in Grand
Island.
The Gillett Communications Company has purchased KOLN/KGIN TV in Lincoln as well
as KMEG TV, Sioux City for $80 million Dollars.
WOWT is now the first Omaha television station to broadcast in stereo. According to Ed
Zachary, WOWT President and GM, “it’s simply a matter of time before most, if not all,
programs will originate in stereo.”

2005: 15 Years Ago
Local radio and television stations across the state are airing PSAs and raising money for
Hurricane Katrina Relief through various methods, including promotions and
remotes. The NBA made a $10,000 donation to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief
Fund. Additionally, the NBA made cash donations to both the Mississippi and Louisiana
Broadcasters Associations’ Relief Foundations where contributions will be used to help
smaller market broadcasters whose stations were obliterated by Hurricane Katrina.

2015: 5 Years Ago
Gray Television is purchasing KDUH TV, Scottsbluff, giving Gray “coast to coast” TV
coverage across Nebraska.
Mike Flood’s Flood Communications continues to expand across Nebraska, with their
pending acquisition of KUTT FM (Fairbury/Beatrice), KWBE AM (Beatrice), and KUTT AM
(Fairbury, from Rick Siebert’s Siebert Broadcasting.
Alpha Media has announced a deal to purchase all 116 stations of the Digity radio
group. This includes Digity’s Lincoln cluster of KFOR, KFRX, KIBZ, KLMS, KTGL and
KZKX, and their Columbus cluster of KJSK, KLIR, KKOT, KTTT and KZEN.

Sync with the NBA Calendar
EVENTS, MEETINGS & DEADLINES
NAB 2020 Radio Show

October 5 - 9, 2020

NAB 2020 Sales & Mangement
Television Exchange

October 14 - 15, 2020

FCC License Renewal Seminar

November 10, 2020

NE License Renewal announcement

December 1, 2020

2021 NBA Annual Convention

August 10 & 11, 2021 - La Vista

2022 NBA Annual Convention

August 9 & 10, 2022 - Lincoln

2020 GOVERNOR RICKETTS CALL-IN SHOW SCHEDULE
All shows air at 2:00pm C / 1:00pm M
More than 30 member stations across Nebraska carry the
NBA Governor’s Monthly Call In Show, which originates
from KFOR in Lincoln with distribution support from
Husker IMG Sports. Call volume is strong and listener
passion evident on the variety of issues raised during
each program. The NBA and Governor Ricketts thank our
many affiliates and remind you to promote each month’s
program on the air, online and through social media.
2020 Governor Ricketts Call-In Show Dates:
October 19, 2020
November 23, 2020
December 7, 2020
(future dates pending)
Governor Pete Ricketts

In Remembrance

Visit our Website

